Background of the PNP AFIS Project:
• In 1980 to 1997 -during the incumbency as Chief of Philippine Constabulary crime Laboratory (PCCL) of Col PEDRO ELVAS up to then PSSUPT REYNALDO ACOP, the idea of having an AFIS has been nurtured and carefully laid out. Leg works, studies and initial contacts with the Japanese government were initiated.
• In April -1998 -then C, PNP PDG SANTIAGO ALINIO signed the letter addressed then NEDA Secretary Cielito F Habito recommend the endorsement to the Japanese Government, through JICA of the proposed AFIS project. The recommendation was made based on the memorandum sent during the incumbency of the PNP Director of Crime Laboratory PCSUPT VICTOR G BATAC.
•
In 1998 -2001 -conduct of planning activities and sourcing of funds for the required building for AFIS during the incumbencies of then PCSUPT 
Purpose of Equipment
• AFIS is the answer to the labor-intensive and time consuming process of classifying, searching, and matching fingerprint used for identification.
• AFIS is primarily use by law enforcement agencies for criminal identification. The most important of which include identifying a person suspected of committing a crime or linking a suspect to other unsolved crimes. It also helps to identify victim of natural and man-made disasters.
• No matter how competent the evidence technician is at performing his job, the gathering of physical evidence at a crime scene will be futile unless such evidence can be properly processed and analyzed. Since fingerprints are by far the most frequently retrieved physical evidence, making the system of analyzing such prints effective will contribute the most toward greater success in identifying criminal offenders through the use of physical evidence. (Petersilia, 1975, p 12) This inquiry compares the tenprint of an arrested suspect with the fingerprints of criminals on file to verify the identity and criminal history of the suspect.
Latent

Inquiry (LI)
This inquiry compares a latent print from a crime scene with the fingerprint that are stored in the database to identify the perpetrator of the crime.
Offense
Inquiry (TLI)
This inquiry compares the tenprint of offender with latent prints on file from unsolved crimes to see if the suspect committed previous offenses.
Serial
Crimes (LLI)
This inquiry compares a latent print from a crime scene with latent prints on file form unsolved crimes to see if the same person has committed other crimes. Wew! These guys are too good.
Functions of AFIS
AFIS
FINGERPRINT IDENTIFICATION
There are two types of fingerprint identification: Tenprint Identification used to confirm the identity and criminal histories of arrested suspects, and Latent Print Identification using latent print from the scene of a crime to identify a suspect. The PNP Crime Laboratory (PNP CL) uses an Automated Fingerprint Identification System to process these operations. The procedure of fingerprint identification is as follows: 
POLICE STATIONS / SOCO
Characteristics
Partial Fingerprint Inquiries In addition to clear fingerprints that have been rolled on the fingerprint cards, partial fingerprints can also be searched.
Automatic Extraction and Registration of
Minutia The minutia of tenprint and latent prints are automatically extracted and registered in the tenprint and latent database respectively.
Reading Speed
Conducts searching for 40,500 fingerprints per second Ex: search a print versus 10 million fingerprints in less than 4 minutes (It would take over 25 years for Fingerprint Examiner to conduct the same manually)
Verification Using Fingerprint Images The images of tenprint and latent prints are stored on istorage disk. Candidate images resulting from an inquiry are automatically retrieved from these istorage disks and displayed on the Fingerprint Workstation b. Identification of suspect (Series of Crimes)
c. Identification Other Identity and Criminal History
The AFIS is about to reach its obsolescence in this year because the hardware is no longer available in the market as per NECJ letter on July 20, 2010 and the end of its maintenance in 2013.To prolong the lifespan of AFIS the PNP bought spare parts needed as recommended while waiting for the UPGRADING/REPLACEMENT of AFIS.
The PNPCL recommend an estimated amount of 329 million for the purpose. However, these amounts were reduced to 270 million by the UESB, down to PNPDL for procurement but due to some reason the procurement of AFIS budget is now at the DBM.
This unit is looking forward for the success of the UPGRADING/REPLACEMENT of AFIS for speedy identification of unidentified suspect through fingerprint for the early 
